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The book explores the relationship between intermunicipal cooperation and planning policies 
in two domestic contexts, Italy and England. It investigates the relational politics, processes 
and practices of cooperation by which local governments can shape planning policies and 
strategies addressed to improve the contribution of agricultural production in building stron-
ger urban/rural relationships and in guiding the transition towards more sustainable food 
systems. The research problematizes this topic by looking at the planning actions and inter-
actions, connection and disconnections among local governments in three cases of different 
administrative and geographical size and configuration: the metropolitan area of Milan and 
the Aso Valley in Italy, and the city-region of Bristol in England.

The study offers a contribution to planning research and practice by investigating possible gov-
ernance arrangements and planning approaches by which local governments can strengthen 
the spatial and functional ties between cities and their rural hinterland. What the three cases 
elicit is a delicate tension among city’s pressing social and economic needs and countryside’s 
unexploited contribution to more localised patterns of agricultural production.

Luca Lazzarini, urbanista e dottore di ricerca in Urban & Regional Development, è docente a 
contratto e assegnista di ricerca post-doc in Urbanistica presso il Dipartimento di Architettura 
e Studi Urbani (DAStU) del Politecnico di Milano. Si occupa di relazioni città-campagna, inte-
grazione tra pianificazione urbanistica e politiche alimentari, processi di governance in contes-
ti metropolitani.
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